
IT’S THE GREAT PUMPKIN, CHARLIE BROWN! 
 
Ultimately, this is a story about faith. It’s about faithful Linus and his experience with his non-Great Pumpkin believing 
friends. How would you explain what faith is to someone who doesn’t believe? 
 

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. – Hebrews 11:1 (TNIV) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Linus’ belief in the Great Pumpkin is symbolic of the struggles we face as Christians—in the world but not of it. 
 

Sally Brown: I was robbed! I spent the whole night waiting for the Great Pumpkin, when I could have been out for tricks 
or treats... I could have had candy apples and gum and cookies and money and all sorts of things, but no, I had to listen 
to you. You blockhead!  What a fool I was!  Trick or treats come only once a year. And I missed it by sitting in a pumpkin 
patch with a blockhead. YOU OWE ME RESTITUTION! 
 

Have you ever felt “robbed” or like you’re missing out on certain things (the tricks and treats) because of your faith and 
beliefs? If comfortable, please share. 
 

How can we get past that feeling of missing out? 
 

The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be filled with love that comes from a pure heart, a clear 
conscience, and sincere faith. But some people have missed this whole point. They have turned away from these 
things and spend their time in meaningless talk. – 1 Timothy 1:5-6 (NLT) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Linus: [to Sally as she walks away with everyone else] Hey, aren't you going to stay to greet the Great Pumpkin? Huh? It 
won't be long now. If the Great Pumpkin comes, I'll still put in a good word for you! [realizes what he just said] Good 
grief! I said "if"! I meant, "when" he comes! I'm doomed. One little slip like that could cause the Great Pumpkin to pass 
you by. Oh, Great Pumpkin, where are you? 
 

Here, even faithful Linus has doubts about the existence of the Great Pumpkin... even if it was only momentarily. When 
do you most often find yourself doubting God or His ability and promise to come through? 
 

Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; 
great is Your faithfulness. – Lamentations 3:22-23 (NIV) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Charlie Brown: And the Great Pumpkin never showed up?  
Linus: Nope.  
Charlie Brown: Well, don't take it too hard, Linus. I've done a lot of stupid things in my life, too.  
Linus: [furious] STUPID? What do you mean "stupid"? Just wait 'til next year, Charlie Brown. You'll see! Next year at this 
same time, I'll find the pumpkin patch that is real sincere and I'll sit in that pumpkin patch until the Great Pumpkin 
appears. He'll rise out of that pumpkin patch and he'll fly through the air with his bag of toys. The Great Pumpkin will 
appear and I'll be waiting for him! I'll be there! I'll be sitting there in that pumpkin patch and I'll see the Great Pumpkin. 
Just wait and see, Charlie Brown. I'll see the Great Pumpkin. I'll SEE the Great Pumpkin! Just you wait, Charlie Brown. 
The Great Pumpkin will appear and I'll be waiting for him... 
 

How can you develop a persistent, unswerving faith like Linus? 
 

Timothy, my son, here are my instructions for you... may they help you fight well in the Lord’s battles. Cling to your 
faith in Christ, and keep your conscience clear. For some people have deliberately abandoned their consciences; as a 
result, their faith has been shipwrecked. – 1 Timothy 1:18-19 (NLT) 
 

Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith... Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching. – Hebrews 10:22-24 (TNIV) 
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